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Any 1 8AW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE 
_ MIDST OF HEAVEN, HAVING THE EVER 
' LASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH UNTO' THEM 
THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, AND To | 
"EVERY: NATION, AND KINDRED, AND 
ronsuf, AND PEOPLE, hes 


\ 


rar EVERLASTING GosPEL=— | 


HE occaſion of the preſent addreſs is; 
ſo deeply folemn and affecting, that 
Iv am ſure I ſhall eaſily be excuſed; 
from entering into any critical enquiry concern- 
ing the angel, or the ſcene, here repreſented. pt 
Whatever perſon or character we may conceive. 
to be ſignified. by the one, whatever event or 
circumſtance we may oh a to be prefigured 


B by 


[2] 

by the other, it will make no ſort of difference 
9. to the dleſign 0. tenout of my dliſcourſe, 
which will turn entirely on che idea given of our 
divine religion, by that remarkable phraſe in 
the text, the Everlaſting Goſpel.” An idea 
which I hope will not appear unſeaſonable, or 
prove unſatisfactory, „at this time, when the 
providence of God, and the practice of men, 
concur with nature and inclination, to call up 


in you minds, my dear Heaters, the mpſt ſe- 
rigus reflections on,the death of an able, a faith- 
tal, and I truſt. J max ad, a ſucceſsful miniſter 
-of Jehis,, His ability, faichfulpek, and ſucgeſs 


conſpired to.cecommend him yery, GR Oo to 
our eſteem, but were, all in | cient ta o 

him amongſt us. To continue him 2 us, 
did I ſay? Thoſe very things, perhaps, contributed 
to his being taken away | from us, 0 much the 
ſooner; ſince the fame cauſes which rendered 
him ſo fit to live, ſerved to make him only the 
more fit to die. He is dead, and we fliall ſee 
his face no more in this world, no more enjoy 
his fzendiy converſation, hear his uſeful in- 
ſtructions no more; matter, certainly, of juſt , 
regret to us and to the public. © Indeed, When 
we conſider the los which both. have ſuffered, 


it dea prelent us with) a view too dark and 


miner 


de- 


| TE 1311 . : 
Gepteſſing, Were it pot, fer, the re 


thought amoßgſſ gehers, that the Golpel, 5 52 
he preached and prattifed in o ede 
Engaging a manner, is Eyerlalting, 
Das, 501 940 242 £20 -& av ech Sl £ N 10 
„ HWEyER:.jits beſt miniſters ane after 
* may be removed from this ſphere: of 7 
e ſacred inſtitutio itſelf gernains, and wil 
remain throughout all generations; like its 
Author. © the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, ang for 
d ever. oe ; ISP we can 19, RANG) have wa ow. 


of yet | - 17 — importance, that very 9 25 


from whic they drew whateyer was moſt beau- 
Hf and molt. valuable.in theſe, « All fleſh. is 
te graſs, and the glory of man as the flower of 
© the graſs: the graſs withereth, and the flower 
« eber falleth away: but the Word of the 
ee Lord endure eth. for ever. And I faw another 
ee angel fly in the midft of heaven, having 
nne Everlaſting Goſpel, to preach unto them 
E that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
« and kindred, and wage and People. "Ar," 
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No we ſay that the Goſpel may be ſtiled with 
pp Everlaſting, as it n an invariable 
rule of conduct, as it conveys an immortal princij- 
ple of life, and as it opens an inexhauſtible ſource | 
of joy. A few thoughts on each of theſe, and 
"then ſome application to the principal purpoſe 
for which we pitch d on this e "oy 
"ib 3 ban en 


 , 4+ 4 


<2 We ſald hr the Cobel ae be lle 5 
Wich propriety, Everlaſting, as it contains an in- 
variable rule of conduct. « Think not that I 
am come to deſtroy the law or the prophets. 
* am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfill. For 
«verily I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth 
e paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Such 5 
the ſolemn declaration of the great Lawgiver i in 
the kingdom of God, ſpeaking, as is plain from 
the purport of his diſcourſe, concerning thoſe 
moral precepts chiefly, which Jehovah had de- 
livered to the Jewiſh legiſlator, which the hypo- 
critical teachers that afterwards fat in his chair 
had made void by their vain traditions, their 
falſe gloſſes, and their frivolous, their wicked 
inventions, and which our bleſſed Lord laboured 
with particular ſolicitude to vindicate from the 

vile 


131 


vile abuſe. The ritual as well as-pol tical part 
o e antient economy, was merely temporary 
local; neither could it make the comers 
ng thereunto perfect, as an apoſtle hath aſſured 
us. That, therefore, the founder of this laſt and 
beſt conſtitution, which we call Chriſtianity, 
did, by the plenitude of power with which he 
was inveſted, very naturally lay aſide, whilſt he 
adopted into his religion whatever was truly and 
eternally excellent in that. of Moſes ; I mean 
thoſe laws already mentioned, which preſcribing, 
a ſpiritual devotion and a ſound morality, did, 
. with the utmoſt congruity into our Savi- 
our's ſyſtem, profeſſedly calculated to regulate 
the temper and behaviour not of this or that 
peculiar people, but of mankind. at large, in 
every nation, and throu 4 * ge to which it it 
ſhould extend. | 
Tn rally, the principal part of thoſe: laws. 
were written by the finger of God on the heart 
of man. They approve themſelves, in general, to 
the moſt intimate perceptions of the human mind. 
The former of our frame hath ſhewn us, by an 
original and internal light, what is good, and 
e what the Lord doth require of us, Ven to do 
" Jute, and to love merey, and to walk hum- 


* * « bly 


xe) 

te bly with At od. Theſe ae duties founded 
on the immutable relakions of things, or on thoſe 
connexions in which: we ſtand, Have ever ſtood, 


and ſhall always. ſtand'to our Maker, and to ono 
another. And che commandments 1 en- 


t 


the will of ths unwerfal and everlaſting Farr, 
relating g to the Perfection and happineſs of his 
| intelligent offspring here below. But, alas, my 
brethren, however fair that tranſcript may be 1 in 
itſelf, they for whe uſe 1 it was deſigned Pere, 
| by their apoſtacy | from their r great Parent, ſo 
ſunk in ignorance, corruption, imbecillity, and 
guilt, that it alone was not, ſufficient for their 
reſtoration and felicity, They wanted more 
7 7 ar and p owerful inſtruQtion i in their duty, 

ore Rrtking and encouraging motives to 
It, ke any which nature's notices could furniſh, 
They wanted a ſtrength, a ſpirit to ſupport them 
in it, much ſuperior to their 'own, and effectual 
conſolation under the fears! arid the feelings of 
divine ern Wee er ed mor” tranſs 
1 
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De eren 


Hr lobe made chem bad merey upon them, 
| and 10 Dyed the world as to give his only 
6 ES Son, that wholdever! believeth on him 


« might 


3 FT } 


bo * 
i, 44 4 70 * = 48 
Niet! TI. {# S 6 js lf : 
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JEzY 4 {15 


9 5 1 1 
| *< right not periſh; but might have e = 
e laſting.” And he & hom <« made. of God to 
all his followers; : wiſdom, ri ighteouſneſs, ſanc- 
« tification, and redemption. He hath ſup- 
plied the defects of nature. He hath given us a 
religion moſt admirably adapted to our make 
and ſituation, as rational and immortal, but wath- 
al depraved and diſtreſſed, creatures. And this 
religion, being the conſummation. gf the counſels 
of God for our recovery and ſalvation, being 
brought to us by the greateſt meſſenger that 
ever appeared in his name, his. well- beloved 
Son, whom for his obedience to death, even the 
death of the croſs,” in execution of the bene- 
volent plan, he hath made © heir of all things,” 
exalting him as ©/a-prince and a ſaviour; and 
in fine, being at once the object and the reel 
| pletion of all the mighty operations of  Provi- 
dence, which led to it through every preceeding 


age, we are to regard it as the. ſupreme and 


ultimate ſtandard, by which we ſhould govern 
our views and our lives in every cixcumftance 
of our preſent being, and by our eoHrmity to 
which, or the are our W Will be 


decided for * futurity: wot Yorks 
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uppen the comprehenſive and perfect ad- 
© miniſtration of the Meſſiah, difference of coun- 
try, of time, of place, of fortune, of 'rank, or 
of capacity, can make no difference as to the 
© obligations to believe and obey him. . All peo- 
ple, nations, and languages ſhall * ſerve . 
him g- his «'throne is for ever and ever: a 
er ſcepter of righteouſneſs is the ſcepter f 
-« his kingdom,” The fundamental ſtatutes 
of his government cannot be affected by any 
a e or alteration of political forms, or civil 
modes, or eccleſiaſtical canons, or ſpeculative 
opinions whatſoever. Under Chriſt, the head 
of the catholic church, © the King of Kings, 
6c the Lord of Lords,“ the lover of men, the 
- patron of humanity, and * the Prince of peace,” 
under him, T ſay, there is neither Greek, nor 
6 Jew, circumciſion, nor uncircumciſion, Bar- 
er batian} Scythian, bond, nor free: but Chriſt 
es ig all, and in all” He embratethr all, 
cares for all, "preſcribes for all, condudts all. 
And as all power is given to him on earth, 
(o in heaven too, His authority not only 
reacheth to every ſucceſſive generation of men 
in their progreſs through this probationary ſtate, 
but enters with them into the regions of retri- 
-bution, 1 cor che Oy of their reſidence 


Ky we 


| 
* 4 
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-« we muſt all, all appear before the judgment- 
c ſeat of Chriſt, to receive according to the deeds 


done in the body, whether they are good or 


* evil; to receive our final and unchangeable 


portion, which will be determined by the mea- 


ſures of that Everlaſting Goſpel we now profeis 


to reverence, as the invariable rule of; our con- 
duct. That was 0 firſt — ee to * 
conſidera. an en: n 


"If For net was 9p N 8 


Everiaſüng Goſpel conveys an immortal prin- 
ciple of life. It doth ſo, when happily ſown 


in the heart, in what our Saviour calls “ an 

« honeſt and good heart. I need not tell you, 
that he ſpoke a parable on the ſubject of the 
. Word, under the image of * ſeed which a ſower 


vent forth to ſow ; an image as juſt, as it is 
beautiful. In the ſame manner, as any parti- 
cular ſpecies of ſeed contains in itſelf the fm 
and origin of the plant which grows from it, 


and when thrown into a ſoil propetly prepared, 


it is gradually impregnated. by. the powers of 
vegetation, till it puts forth, takes root, ſprings 
up, ſhoots out, ſpreads, bloſſoms, and i in due 
time produceth fruit after its kind; ſo the 


Word, which comprehends the rules and the 


ſources of holy "OY being received into a 


\ mind 


1 


* ä 
[ad] 
mind diſpoſed by heavenly culture to entertain 


it, takes hold of the- underſtanding, of the will, 
and ef the affections, ſinks deep into a mats 
thoughts, ſecretly but ſtrongly influenceth his 
feſolutions, inſinuates itſelf with wonderful force 
and yet ſweetneſs into his various inclinations, 
and, by the continued co-operation of grace and 
* teaſon; enables Him ic to bring forth fruit unto 
« perfection, the nobleſt of all fruit, that of 
« righteouſneſs and true holineſs, the end of 
-< whichsis eternal life, as its flavour is the fore- 
. (ve deres per AN ene IS: A a 
Ne will a perceive, I peak not how 
of: thoſe ſuperficial” and tranſient impreſſions 
frequently made by the Word, which our 
Maſter hath fo well deſeribed in that lively alle- 
gory referred to, but of thoſe more intereſting, 
more prevailing, and more abiding perſuafions, 
vhich are imprintedon the ſoul by thegrand do- 
mines of religion, in concurence with the power 
of the Spirit of grace, by whom they were at 
firſt dictated, and are afterwards enforced; Imean 
that omnipotent Agent in the kingdom of Chriſt, 
who opens the heafts of men {* to receive tlie 
* n in nem ko mic k with faith“ 
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5 to make it a living, moving, ative; diffunve 
form of e virtue and devotion. inne 
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i this is the % 2 Piri Fes "and | 
avidible realities: are reliſhed and felt. w en the 
venerable obj SHS "and maj jeſtic * *# powers of the | 
60 World to come have 0 an alcehdency 
over the mind, when that doch not only A= 
prove antvertally, but ſteadily and chearfully, 
though ſtill imperfeRly, comply with whatever 
appears to be „ the good, and holy, and accept- 
able will of Gad: in ſhort, when the pre- 
cepts, the ſanctions, the examples, and the 
great leading facts, exhibited in the ſcriptures, 
have fo penetrated and poſſeſſed a man's inmoſt 
ſoul, as to mould it into a God-like temper, the 
reſult of Which! is a real character of goodneſs 


in his whole deportment, or 4 a converlation | 


11 


4 becoming the Goſpel; 5 chen, my brethren, 
then that man is a partaker « of the divine 8 
& nature : . Chriſt 3 is formed in him the hope 
« of glory: the ſeed of God remains! in bim: 5 

it is then true of him, that he is & borũ from 
et above, born of God, born of the will of 
* God, en of th He 8 tom of the 


Kew ) + Gn 


1 
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Us 
4 wr 
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5 1 121 
80 for ever Such is the eee of in- 
baden. 58 5 


He who is ako divinely S ſhall 
never ſure be finally forſaken, but ſhall be 
I kept by. the mighty power of God, through 
te faith, unto ſalvation,” That vital pringiple 
within him, which is nothing leſs than a part 
of God's own life and being, can never poſſibly 
be broken off from its ſource and center. The 
new man being like his Parent divine, is like 

bum immortal too. © Ie who hath begun the 
8 te good Work, will carry it on to the day of 
8 compleat redemption.” This plant, of our 
Heavenly father's planting, ſhall be cultivated, 
protected, and cheriſhed with care, till it hath 
attained its full maturity and beauty; to which 
it arrives at laſt in the garden of God, after 
a growth i in this nurſery of the world, ſome- 
times quicker, ſometimes flower, ſometimes i in- 
terrupted, but, never deſtroyed, by temptation, 
wel He exerciſe, and often ad- 


*=7 4 5 


| numbefleſs aj ngs in 1 cannot ex- 
p plaiped, whilſt” the 1 i are felt and viſible, 
ol "The wind,” faith our Saviour, — on this 


3 very 


„„ 
very ſubject, a blowelh Where it liſteth 3 ud 
« thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not 
© tell whence it cometh, and whither it yore 
0 de ons that? is 1 of the — 
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rin MIO * piety are often a; 
diſcernible ;* but being kindled' by the breath bf 
God, that ſpark of Divinity i is by degrees blown 
into a flame, which mounts upward, and up- 
ward, and ſtill upward, till it reacheth to the 
throne of the Eternal, and mingles with the 
fires of ſeraphim. To change the metaphor;' 
© the Spirit,” whom Chriſt Where to his diſei- 

ples; is in them * a well of water ſpringing up 
«into eternal life.” It is one of his own allu- 
fions, and very finely expreſſeth the point we 
are endeavouring to prove.— What ſhall I ſay 
more? Under the righteous reign of Jeſus, that 
« eyerlaſting righteouſneſs” which he deſcended,” 
and lived, and died, and roſe again to bring i in, 
that righteouſneſs which is God's own image, 
and glory, and felicity, the ornament and joy 
of his whole intellectual family, and the ruling 
purpoſe of all his ſchemes and energies from 
the beginning to the end, that righteouſneſs, 
my brethren, muſt proſper, muſt prevail; and 
© neither death; nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
| ee palities, 


3 


© palities, nor powers, nor things preſent, na 
* things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
the pious, and the juſt from the love of God, 
* which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. The 

4 ing Goſpel” becomes in them an im- 


F principle of liſs—That Was the Tad 
our Nee 12 it F. (? bo, 2150) 26 
nr ons 51 Aaitiv. 


III. Tu think was this that chen 8 
anſwers the character in tlic text, A it opens co 
its; yotaries an inexhauſtible ſpring. of . jay» 
Chriſtianity conſiderg man as in a ſtate of 
diſtreſs, occaſioned by diſagreeable reflections 
an the paſt, painful ſenſations from the preſent, 
and fearful forebodings of the future. I Wilk not 
pretend to enumerate, ſtyl les to paint, the mul- 
tiplied-and melancholy ſhapes ef human miſery. 
I chuſe to ſpare both you and myſelf, on ſo ſad 
ln: —— — 
thoughtful man to fit down by himſelf, and to 
ſurdey with a ſober eye the nameleſs calamities 
both real and imaginary, which: men complain 
of to obſerve | © the, faſhion; of this world 
paſſing away, its ſcenes perpetually ſhitting; 
the actors appearing for a little while, laugh-- 
e the ſame hour, and then 
vaniſhing 


1151 


vaniſning in ſwift ſucceſſion; to return no more 


away from time to time; and every external 
object that fancy allmites, or paſſion purſues, 


ſualties of life, and ſhrinking in a moment at 
the approaches of dgath; till the abyſi of eter- 
nity ſwvallowos up at laſt the naked, the widowed, 
and the ſolitary ſoul. Above all the reſt, let 
him figure to himſelf-the'heart-felt pangs and 
deep prophetic horrois, of conſcious guilt in 
awakened offenders. Or; let him even attend 


to the ſearet miſgivings of his on mind, on a 


review- of his - mariy:: miſcarriages. Let him 
think of all this, in a ſeaſon of fiekneis;:of ſor- 
row, or f dejection; for ſuch ſeaſons: will take 
place. And now let us ſuppoſe ſome Chriſtian 
preacher; or pious friend, to viſit him in this 


conjuncture, and, finding the fituation of his | 


mind; to addreſs him with an air and a voice 
. nee ee in _ 1 manner. 


4 


wh My dear: Sir, let not your W 80 55 


© bled. You believe in God : believe alſo 
„in Jeſus. In his Fathers houſe are many 


._ manſions: if it were not fo he would have 


— told 


or appetite delights in, ſubjected to all the ca- 


16 
* told: us; ſuch was his Ain mad fairneſs: 
Von may rely on his teſtimony. He came 
© down/from that world, in order to give the 
<:moſt unparalleled proofs of his love to the 
eiſons of men, with whom his: delights have 
e always been. He is gone up to it again, on 
purpoſe to prepare a place for his people. 
The preſent life is properly but the infancy of 
your being. It is merely preparatory for, and 
be m to, a higher and happier ſtate of 
© exiſtence. : Here, it is certain, you have no 
S colitinuing city of abode; but you may and 
sought to look for one to. come, a city which 
tt hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 
is Gd! The creation is his empire; but 
heaven is his court, where all his dutiful and 
faithful ſubjects ſhall at length aſſemble. The 
earth you now inhabit, is a diſtant province of 
© his vaſt monarchy. Here, Sir, you, with 
© your; brethren of mankind, are baniſhed for 
«rebelling againſt the laws of the Supreme. 
© When you return to your primitive allegiance, 
you may hope to return to your native coun- 
1 . and be admitted to the n . 


* In this Md 2 a the Haſtrious Son. 
c of the, offended Monarch vouchſafed to viſit 
7 + 3 A1 * our 


br Fully rate. eee 
things, chat he might reform and reſtore them, 
Eis 8s the fraternal, Iympathetic ſoul.” O Ey 
n 4 feflow- 
r feeling of our irifirinitics:” In fhort; he Par- 
t tibipated ir all our pains, and pities ux. You, 
ny Blend, rad 1, and alt scho belesg in hls 
ename, are under his imtnediate ſupei 
Lence. Lie now appeats in the WS Ar <ts 
4% God for us,“ appears. us var clder brother; 
© our beſt-wdltoilher, and one fehl ns lef, 
*than able; aflvbeate; In Him the Father is 
© Aways highly pleded, and is at this time 
actually <recondlling-the world to hie not 
4 imputing to men their treſpaſſes,” \pardonin ng 
*-the-ſins of thepenitent, cc reviving the hrarts 
< of the humkle, and ſending forth into every | 
Gallen believer ® the Spit oF hisSon,” der 
*© the-mildeſt and kindeſt character i "ISS ? 
t. that of the Comforter: 


*©Tais all-pervading, . ind confling 
«Spirit, like the adorable Father of all, ns 
that divine philanthropiſt, whoſe delegate. he 
s, concerns himſelf deeply in the affairs of 
human mature. Its proſperity and honour ate 
& *Uear to him. "Provided you will aſk him in 
_ = © the 


* * 5 
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the name of Chriſt, receive him with reve- 


0 rence, and entertain him with affection, he 


0 will not diſdain to dwell in you, as in his tem- 


ple: and if he doth, he will not fail to ſupport 
© you againſt the ſtrength of temptation, to chear 
vou amidſt the gloom of grief, to aid you in 
« every effort, in every aſpiration after God and 
* goodneſs, to ſuſtain you with peculiar power 


under the ſharper conflicts of Chriſtian virtue. 


s And having carried you on, ſometimes with a 
triumphant ſuperiority, but, leſt that ſhould 
.© engender pride, more often with a modeſt 


_ < tranquillity, through the trials of life, he will 


* inſpire you at laſt. with ſuch fortitude, faith, 
© and hope, from the delightful atteſtation of 
* conſcience, and the dawnings of eternal day 


* within you, as ſhall abundantly ſerve to com- 


* fort and illuminate your paſlage through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death.” All beyond, 
© Sir, is happineſs unmixed, . immutable, and 
42 immortal. . 


n Ae is ** deſurrecuon hor the life. 
1 „ Becauſe he lives, you ſhall live alſo.” You 
-< ſhall live in the very embraces of death. That 
mier power ſhall be converted, by his Con- 
. An and your Redeemer, into a friend. 

1 And 


19 
And there is a future period in the adminiſtra- 
ton of Jeſus, when you ſhall ſpring from the 
q duſt of the grave, beautiful as light, and | vigo- 

* rous as the wo of the "INE: | 


15 As for at your | beſt friends, they are either 
gone or going to enjoy unruffled repoſe in the 
* boſom of their and your Saviour; where, if you 
© now reſemble, you ſhall at length rejoin them, 
* to ſuffer the ſtroke of ſeparation no more. 
<< Bleſſed are the dead, that die in the Lord: 
« they reſt from their labours; and their works 
“follow them.” Comfort yourſelf with theſe 
words; Them that W nen ſhall 
be bring wit him.” achat 


As to this e it will 
© ſoon give place to infinitely grander and fairer 
* ſcenes; * a new heaven and a new earth, 
e wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs,” with all her 
' lovely and happy train. © Sorrow and figh- 
e ing,” the offspring of fin, © ſhall flee away.” 
V our light afflictions, which are but for a mo- 

0 ment, ſhall only be remembered, to add to 
« that far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
« glory, which they ſhall have wrought for 
"your Here indeed is the vale of tears, and the 
5 S 2 land 
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© land of graves: this at beſt is a diſtempered, 
da diſcordant, a warring world. But lift thine 

<eye.to vonder ſerene, and healthful, and har- 
© monious abode. No inhabitant there ſhall 
© ever fay © I am ſick. God himſelf ſhall 
© wipe away every tear from every. eye: and 
c not. a name or found ſhall ſtrike the car, leſs 

« pleaſing or leſs tranſporting, than thoſe of 

« praiſe, and j Joy, and e and purity, and yours 
* for ET: 


* A F4 
hy * #4 df "= ” - * & - 


2 8 Fe ye, sies? What think fg pare 
be the feelings of the perſon we have ſuppoſed, 
on hearing antl conſidering theſe things? 1 
bmi it to you, whether he would not ipro- 
bably perceive a certain holy magnanimity 
growing within him, a certain ſublime inde- 
pendance on this little world, with an inex- 
Preſſible gratitude to heaven for that . Ever- 
: lating Goſpel” which _ . many frag 
andelevatng v memes. 1 


Won FEY ig him Mich enthſiaſn; 
if in the hbneſt rapture of devotion, lie fhould 
be ptompted to cry out, Oh, thou-divine reli- 
gion of the divine Redeemer | What ſhall we 
9 rg e by my means, 
basl | « ſuch 


L 21 1 
c yy Oy of conſolation, as will oonſtantly 
© refreſh; us in our journey through life, as will 
not faib us in death itſelf, but following us, 
© under the nobler naine of joy, beyond the 


grave, will flow on, with an increafing cur- 


* ren; theough. all che boundleſs fields of im- 
e 5 8 Fi 22 12 03 wh b 


* 1 the ts can 
never have cauſe to be aſhamed of the teſti- 
« mony of Jeſus.” On the contrary, his Goſpel: 
is a ſubject of everlaſting exultation to all its 
ſincere. profeſſors. Let its ableſt antagoniſts: 


produce, if they can, a religion containing at 
once ſuch. pure and perſect morals, ſuch a tranſ- 
forming and animating energy, with ideas ſo 


reviwing and raviſhing to the human mind, ſo 
fraught with comfort to the miſerable, and ſo 
pregnant with hope to the guilty. Let them 
produce, if they can, a religion entitled, like 
Chriſtianity, to the character of being a pub- 


lication of the ſtatutes, a copy of the perfections, 


and a hiſtory of the proceedings of the Almighty,. 
ſo far as mankind are concerned; delivered ta 
them. with a ſolemnity and majeſty which ſeem. 
to intimate its being intended for the greateſt 
WP pals Kan purpoſes, delivered, 1 lay, for 

* 3 their 


[ r | 
their inſtruction, reformation, - and ad. 


through all their generations, with an ultimate 
view to their final hdg and N in the 
| inn e = God. | 


jr 117 not this ſun he 5 cd be 
compared to that of the natural, which ſeeth 
thoſe generations waſte, whilſt himſelf remains 

unchanged and undecayed, ſhining on from 
age to age, diffuſing light, and warmth, and ge- 
nial influence over the creation, through all its 
periods, and will continue the mu nificent office 
till it's laſt concluding one, when time ſhall be 
no more, when the diurnal wheel of nature 
ſhall ſtand ſtill, and this imperfect ſyſtem make 
way for ſomething finiſhed and tranſcendant ? 
Then indeed that brighter luminary, the Written 
Word, like the other, ſhall ceaſe to exiſt. The 
Word Preached, ſhall be preached no more. 
All the ends of both having been fully accom- 
pliſhed, a different cxconomy ſhall enſue. The 
ſtate of diſcipline ſhall terminate in a ſtate of 
enjoyment. - The age of education under Jeſus, 

the great maſter of Iſrael, ſhall be over. His 
_ diſciples ſhall have all compleated their courſe 
in his ſchool, and grown up “ to the fulneſs of 
te the ſtature of men made N in Him. The 


mighty 


[23] 
mighty plan of redeeming wiſdom and grace 
being entirely executed, and the glorious ſtruc- 
ture raiſed upon it, happily crowned, the ſcaf-- 
folding will be taken down. There will be no 
longer uſe for thoſe ordinances, inſtitutions, and 


ſpiritual inſtruments, which were ne to its 
erection. Vet nevertheleſs, the Goſpel, by which 
theſe were a ppointed, will fill deſerve 'to be 
termed Everlaſting, ſince its marvellous o 
tions and conſequences will reach forward to the 
days of eternity; and the truths, the facts, and 
the principles which it exhibits; will be the 
never: ceaſing ſubjects of the contempl: ation; a ap- 
plauſe, ad homage of the whole“ Jug! 
* 7 and Wen * the n. 


AA v, are del thighs? 7 Ebb ns 
and worſhip that miraculous Providence, by- 


whoſe 3 the records of our ineſtimable 
religion, have amidſt all the revolutions of time, 


and numberleſs viciſſitudes of human affairs, 
remained to this day, as we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, unadulterated, unaltered in any material 
inſtance or degree. Noble cities have periſhed 
by fire; whole provinces have been ſwallowed 
up in earthquakes ; large countries have been 
lid, waſte with famine, peiſtlence, and all- 
> 4 r 


7 


and fell by turns, ſmking ſuceeflively into ſlavery, 


14 
ing war; famous-manarchies have gif. 


barhbarity, and brutal gnoxance. But the pre>- 
cious treaſure of the. ſacred., ritings hath; all 
along been preſerved by the particular guardian 
care. of that gracious being who, firlt beſtowed 
it an the children af men. Many a valuable 

io! production of genius, of learning, | 
and of, art, Which merited) a better fat, | have.” 


ew loft. in the lapſe of. ages, by the. burning, of 


and muſeums, hy the .nguriions. and 


| — af barbarians, , and che various injuries 
af the invading, elements. But this bleſſed . 


bak, the Bible; by an aſtoniſhing diſpoſition. of 
things, cantinyes:unhart and, entire. No. yio-, 
lence of tyrants, no rage of perſecution, hath 


eyer e abs a en of 925 es | 


depo. 


5 1 8 averſpread as: g= 
neral darkneſß, and the world had well pigh | 
loſt every living trace of the Chriſtian, faith, in 
that dreadful night of ſuperſtition and mankery, . 


which. for e any: cee and difraced 
mankind, the. Golpel itſelf was {till ſecure, not 


depending on precarious tradition, but being 
"oy contained | in the erin Wes 
2 we 


81 


170 clus! invaluable. zepoſitory, and: unerptng 
ſtandard of truth, our grextReformers had their 
recourſe, and mate their appeal. And notwith= 
which hereticks and .infidels have laboured to 
ſuppreſt on corrupt it, we are under no difficulty: 
to this hour of deriving from thence ie genuine 
knowledge of the Everlaſting 8 
allude to the words of our text, an 
« flying with it in the midſt of heavenꝰ hath 
guarded it from all their ungodly attempts, and 
we are in poſſefſion at this ay an” of the - 

menen —_ 


. 


ewe hmifurnb1L a ene 6d — '66 
fions, but more eſpeciaſly when at any timeit 
pleaſeth Providence to deprive us of comſeien- 
tious and capable teachers,” who were wont to 
ſpeak to us ** the things pertaining to the lang- 
dom of God”, and to the peace of our ſouls ! 
The authority by which they ſpoke, tlie per- 
ſuafion which followed their words, the infbr- 
mation, the edification, andthe frequent ſupport 
which we received by their miniſtry; whence 
were theſe borrowed, or to what power fall 
we aſcribe them? Not ſurely to any thing in 
mortal man, abſtracted from that religion which 
7 meu Lee from man; heſe 
| | By 80 breath 


124 
: t famous manarchics have gil 


aud fell by turns, ſmking ſuceeflively into flavery, 
barbarity, and brutal. orange. Rut che pres 
rn Writings n 
care. olf that gracious, being who, firſt beſtowed. 
it, og the children of, men. Manp a valuable 
and illuſtrions production of genius, of learning, 
and of art, Which merited) a better fate, | have. 
12 loſt in the ple of ages, bythe. burning of 
braries and muſeums, hy the incurfions and 
| pon af barbarians, and the various injuries 
of, the invading, elements... But this bleſſed . 
bnak, the Bible; by-an aſtoniſhing diſpoſition of 
things, continyes: unhart and, entire. No vio-. 
lence of tyrants, no rage of perſecution, hath 
ever been able to wh. 2 en of 955 e | 


eee l 
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"Winn then nations mere . jg RY 
neral darkneſs, and the world had well pigh, 
loſt cyery living, trace of the ; Chriſtian faith, in 
that dteadful night of ſuperſtition and-maokery, . 

which for ſeveral ages inyolved and. ee 
mankind, che Goſpel itſelf was ſtill ſecure, not 
depending on precarious | tradition, but being 
ar contained in the heavenyinſpired. Wes; 
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'To char imiakiuble. epaſitory} and ulieeths' 


| ſtandard of truth, our grextReformers- had! theis 
recourſe, and maile theirappeal. And notwith- 
which hereticks and infidels have laboured-to 
ſuppreſs on corrupt it, we ate under no difficulty 
to this hour of deriving from thence ie genuine 


knowledge of © the Everlaſting Goſpeb - Te 


allude to the words of our text, * an angel 
« flying with it in the midſt of heaven? hath 
guarded it from all their ungodly attempts, and 
we are in poſſeſſion — of che 
. gift of God to men. 

. toy ig} nem 1 arty NOH ner 
He 'coniferneble . fesche 66 in Wes! 
ſions, but more eſpecially when at any tine it 


pleaſeth Providence to deprive us of con- 


tious and capable teachers,” who were wont to 


ſpeak to us ** the things pertaining to the Eing- 4 


** dom of God”, and to the peace of our fouls ! 
The authority by which they ſpoke, tlie per- 

ſuafion which followed their words, the itifbr- 
mation, the edificatian, andthe frequetit ſupport 


which we received by their miniſtry; wWhence 


were theſe borrowed, or to what power fhall 
we aſcribe them? Not ſurely to any thing in 
mortal man, abſtracted from that religion which 


is immortal, r man, whoſe 


« breath 


2 S\pit . 


< breath is in on noſtrils,” And when your 


Everlaſting ; that its Author who ſent them, 


«.jg alive for evermore ; and that he who hath 
given to « the word of his grace ce ſuch 7" Ee 


priſing perpetuity, will not Pe ge for its 
N b e e 
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miniſters are taken away, alen for your 
relief, that the Goſpel which they preached is 


FEY UR thoughts; my beloved Ae hikes 
dready prevented me, in making the tranfition 


here to a tender ſubject, in which many f you 
have taken a very natural and laudable concern. 


You all know what J mean. I will take the 


liberty to introduce what I have to ſay on this 
head, by.reading to you a ſhort and ſuccinct 
narrative of ſome facts relating to our excellent 


Yeu: nom in heaven, which I received the 


other day from, a Who may ms credited, 


= . 1 Was n 


c ' Nantwich i in Cheſhire, /in 1693. His father 
was miniſter of a congregation of Proteſtant 


« diſſenters there, a man of remarkable piety 


< and extenſive literature. Mr. Matthew Henry 
« preached, his funeral ſermon, and gave him a 
very honourable character both as a. ſcholar 
andi a Chriſtian. The Votive, who was his 


1 * ſecond 
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ſchool at Bethnal-Green, about a mile from 
London, which was in a very flouriſhing con- 
dition at that time, and where ſome of the 

© greateſt perſonages of this agg Oy" | 
Dn er DR OR Aue! 


2 Have nao, A — 0 | 
© of the languages, which he did very early in 
life, he was ſent to the univerſity of Glaſgow, 
© where he continued ſeveral years, performing 
<a courſe of academical ſtudies. When he left 
SH that place, he returned to his father's houſe, . 
being too young to engage in the ſtated la- 
c bours of the miniſterial function. His father, 
ho knew well the importance of laying a 
© ſolid foundation in uſeful knowledge, read 
lectures to him while he remained at home, 
© which was upwards of a year, both in philo- 
logy and philoſophy. The pains taken upon 
him were far from being loſt: he made very 
© conſiderable improvements, and at length be- 
© came, as many can teſtify, a workman that 
needed not to be aſhamed. Before he ſettled 
© as a miniſter, he was tutor to the eldeſt ſon of 
the late Chief Baron Ward; the duties of which 
office he diſcharged with fidelity. The firſt 
© congregation he was | connefted with, was at- 
| © New- 


6 I 21 
« Newcaſtle under Einer in 2714 ae 


. and thare he matried a perſon of a 
very reputable family, and of a diſpoſition truly 
Rap lar By her he had eight children, of 
hom only one is now alive. May ſhe live 
long. On the death of Mr. Bennet, the author 


b of the ChriſtianOratory, the Doctor had a preſ- 


« ſing invitation in 7727 to lucceed him in the 
« paſtoral once at New eaſtleupon Tyne, of which 
he gp ted. The people there greatly eſtgemed 
him and love his memory to this day But a 
every ill ſtate of heal rendering a long ſtay 
« amongſt them unipeflible; he deter mige to ac- 
«cept of an unanimous call, which he geceiv 
„in 13, to ſetile wah this congregatien; Mr. 
Daniel Wilcas;: their late paſtor, being dead. 
Here he had for many years a cromded au- 
« ditory, his labours being very acceptable, and 
c. ver ſuceeſsſul. In 1755; Mrs. Lawrence 
died. He ſubmitted to the ſtroke as a Chriſtian, 
© whilft-he: felt it as a man. "ONE were a 
Ws «onde No adele 12 = | 
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dads me now to fabjoin a iff W 
wil tegard ta this amiable man, chiefly drawn 
from my qwn obſervation, during my ſhort ac- 
_ quuaintagice with him. A more amiable man at 
his time of life; I never was acquainted with. 

n f The 


1 91 


The ftrfking feature in his character was a happy 
mixture of ſerioufteſs, thearfitnels; and polite= 
neſs, Whit he poſtefſet to 1 begtee fut fer 
could equal, and none exceed. Beautify . 
lities thefe are; and when blended and ternpered 
together with {kill, to be ſure they produce a 
very fine effect. But Hot delicate the talk; 
and how rare the attaitithent} © ax” HO. 


44 | 
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Dr. banner an the erde gen- 


Scent of the elergyman. He knew Hhfe. 
He hräd read men, as Well as books. He ſeerhs 
ed to the-endowed with a nice diſceriitnent/in 
characters. And this I can ffeely affirtn, that 
I never received more ſenſible advice, or more 
uſeful communications, either as to perfons or 
things, from any man, than frötm Him. lis 
- acquaintance with the world, the felidity of tis | 
ternper, and the -cotirteouſneſs of his deport 
ment, joined to make him quite the agreeable 
compariion. His tiuth and ptobity ſuperadded 
to theſe, rendered bim alſo a very valuabte 

friend. fis friendſhip, ſo far as I could per- 

ceive, tiever degenerated into weakneſs or r flattery, EE 
He certainly was Trafter of a talent not very 

common in perſons o of avy / ſtation, and" parti- 
cdlarly — In hi” of His, Hit of en- 


0 een | 


[30] 
- gaging love and reſpect at the ſame times In- 
| deed, he knew too well what belonged to his 
place and profeſſion, ever to allow any to tram- 
ple on him. But then he behaved 6, that 
few, 1 . ever thought of e g it. 


"tr N union * 3 * lived "with 
his flock here, for almoſt ſeyen-and-twenty 
years together, you, my brethren, « can beſt. 

different 3 you are not . 
He had too much ſenſe, and too much worth, 
to be a bigot. His foul was too liberal, and 

too candid, to be enſlaved to narrow re | 
eren. 4 1 1A 


You will not be "REY that after. ſuch 
a a-life, «the latter end of this man was peace.” 
It is but juſtice to his memory. to mentien, that 
the laſt time I ſaw him, his great diſtreſs from 
the dropſy, of which he. died ſoon after, had 
taken nothing away from the beauty of his 
diſpoſitions. His humble ; piety, his manly | 
compoſure, , and his ſingular attention to every 
thing chat the trueſt attachment, or the beſt 
breeding, could poſſibly ſuggeſt, not without a 
tincture of harmleſs pleaſantry that was natu- 
ral to him, theſe were ſuch as really ſtruck 
and charmed _- Wirn 


[41] 


 Wrrn relation to his performances in the 

the ſingle ſpecimen I had of them; eſpecially 

as he was then declining faſt in his health and 

ſpirits. But there were in his manner and He 

at that time, an affection and ſimplicity, which, 

Joined with his age and ve e _—_ 
| VO OO NN Ii [es 51 


| Tuvs ads: a * to  tnith hath leis 
to ſay concerning our departed friend, whom 
if it had been the will of God to ſpare with us 
awhile longer for farther uſefulneſs, I am per- 
ſuaded that every one of us would have felt a 
fincere ſatisfaction. I can anſwer for myſelf. 
Be thankful, however, that he was ſparetl ſo 
long, to ſliew you, both by his inſtructions and 
example, the way of ſalvation. Think, ſuch of 
you as heard and knew him, what he preachied, 4 
and practiſe it; what he was, -and-copy him. 
| Imitate che goodneſs of his heart, and the 
ſweetneſs of his manners. Recollect the plain 
practical principles which he taught you, and 
live upon them daily. I vetily believe, you 
may die in them ſafely. Take care, that ou 
never have cauſe to repent of the advantages 
i you enjoyed by his miniſtrations. There is, there 
Is 4 * 5 when you mu account 


for 


t 21 ; 
— of: theta, bet tlie 
4 Everlaſting Goſpel” which he \preathed, be 
min air unalterable rule, as it will then be the 
Himel teſt of your conduct. Let nothing less 
tent yon than a large experience uf that in- 
the feeble and fugitive joys of this world, that 
«ſtrong and —_— enen which 1 is in 
fetus e bien an 
I Uni: c nN 10% (33. 61 oF 
"i Maar leaſe ould it give to nf good 
mateven in heaven; if auglit on earth can touch 
his Mou no calted gb far above it, to think 
thatyou of this ſociety, iſo matiy:years known 
anti det tothim,. for whoſe ſalvation ihe ftadied, 
and prayed, andilaboured, and-lived, : fhall adi 
ne day to his joy ata crown . Antl then that 
Kat, luft mceting with him in the higher tem- 
= where the and vou, who: converſed and 
with ane another below fo long 
und iſd affectionately, ſball aſſociate, and ſing, 
undd triumph together for ever I thought to 
„ eee eee ee 
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Nn, BRETHREN, AND Faruzns, Hike 


N chat grave e all hat 
L was mortal of a good and pious man. His 
immortal part hath gained its native ſkies, 
through the merits of that divine Maſter 
whom he preached and ſerved. Good he 
was without pretence, and pious Without 
ſhew. He loved his God and Saviour ſin- 
| candy. was kind to his friends, and courteous 
to all; ſo thoroughly kind, as not-to need 
the modiſh arts of profeſſion and compliment, 
and fo truly courteous as not to uſe them. He 
knew the Nigg of the world well; and he def- 
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&« Jr ned The 
"Ire taken away. Miſt we dd, © and nb fan 
* regards t; no tman lays to heart the world's 
16k, er Ccnfders in good earteft Bis latter end? 
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b ir. He diſcerned, from long and mn, 
Sblervation, the worthleſneſs of bad men, and 
ie weakneſſes of the beſt. 
Pitied, and the latter he overlooked. It was the 
© "Buſineſs and the joy of his life; to promote At 
once the ſalvation and the ſatisfaction of all with 
whom he was connected. Good nature, good 
ſenſe, and fin 
BR make him 4 p eafing acquintance and tend. 
Valuable knowled ge, unaffected devotion, un- 


The former he 


ular chearfulneſs, concurred to 


diſſembled benevolence, and well. directed zeal, 


; contributed to render him a faithful and uſeful 
_ paſtor, But It is appointed for all men 


once to die; and the wiſe and the worthy muſt 
Aibmait to the irreverſible Ubcite, as wall ab the 
»Gur fathers Where 
«ze they ; ard the prophets *d® they Ire for 
experienced rid the excellent 


Tits, 1 hope, is not urdveialty true. Some, | 
Fell, there ate who feel, and deeply feel boch 
for "the public and for therflſelves, on fach 6cca- 


ons; WhO revere the will of Providence in re- 
an _ * can 4 HI pate 


them, 
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hems, prudent, x apright and religious ak 


vie, knowing that they themſelves muſt o Y 


* go the way of all fleſh,” ſtrive to be «, fol- i 


tc lowers of them who through faith and pati- 

© ence inherit the promiſes.” Io ſuch, I am 

ſure, a ſcene of this kind will not 72 by 
cation. Vita this 0 * houſe. of mourning” g 
will make their hearts better. It will make 
them ſad indeed; but by © the ſorrow of the 
* countenance,” the foul is collected, the paſ⸗ 
Lions are compoſed, every lighter thought, every | 


leſs Chriſtian or leſs becoming purſuit and dif- 
poſition are corrected ; and a conſiderate ſpirit, 


ſober counſels, a deyouter frame, a more. deli- 
_ , cate, powerful, and permanent feeling of. things ; 
| wagen and eternal, are Wb and eee. 


- Dams my Garth are very proper pg 
| Game for you to cheriſh at this time in particular. 
And while ſuch ſentiments poſſeſs your minds, 
let me beg that you would look up to “ the Fa- 
te ther of lights, from whom cometh. down 
< every good and perfect gift,” and implore of 
his mercy through a Mediator, conſolation to 
thoſe who mourn the loſs of our departed, friend, 
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3 Ad Faith to an who 150 15d heard him; t 
SY make the right i pate of his ern | 
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. ende colitis) die Piel 
ples they profeſs, and the views, I perſuade my- 


ſelf, they entertain, will lead them to ſuch con- 
fiderations of comfort, and to ſuch a courſe of 


| . conduct, as are ſuited to this event ſo naturally 
And ſo greatly affecting to them. I would only 


remind them of one 1 5 truth, that « them. 


Le who ſleep i in Jefus, God will bring with him;” 5. 


and of another important one, that he will ex- 
pect they ſhould follow Oy" Oy relatives, 


5 far as he eee pms ag 


#4? £ 


War ſhall 1 fay to thoſe whom count 


alone hath brought to this place; who having 


gazed a while at the mournful ſpectacle, will 


go away, and forget it in an hour? I mean, 


chat either they will receive from it no impreſ- 
fion at all, or if they are led to make a mo- 


mentary reflection on the lot of mortality, they 


will loſe it in a very little ſpace, and return to 


buſineſs, company, or pleaſure, with as great, if 


not greater eagerneſs than before. Nothing, T 


am a to * it, is more common. 
Haw 
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How many funerals have you : lt}. ; 4 


How often have-you ſeen," amidft theſe ſad 


figns, « death" riding upon his pale horſe,” and” 


the eternal world following after him? "How | 
often have you heard the miniſters of religion oY 
endeavour to fix your thoughts on the ſolemn _ 
object, and to impreſs on your breaſts ideas - 
human frailty, of the neceſſity of faith, repent- 
ance, and perſevering obedience, in order to pre- 

pare you for that awful change, which ſo many 
opportunities of this nature ſhould lead you to 
remember? Many of you, perhaps, have been 
ſtruck at the inſtant. Vour faces, perhaps, have 
turned pale. Perhaps, your eyes have dropt a 
tear, the tear of humanity, of natural tender- 
neſs, or of friendly compaſſion. You haye, it 
may be, thought with yourſelves, © ſuch is the 
« endof all living. By and by, the mourners 
© for me {ſhall go about the ſtreets in the ume 
© manner, and accompany this body, as they have 
done that, to the dark, cold, and ſilent grave. 
* Surely then I ought to be prepared, to have 
my Joins girt, and my lamp burning, that I 
© may meet my change with ſerenity, and my 
Judge with joy.” But alas, no ſooner ſcarce 
did you leave the burying-ground, rejoin your 
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reingage in-ſeculay af- | 


d tendency: to good, which the ſtriking view | 
We Jett upon you, were gone; and the world, 
with, all its buſtle, and all its blandiſhments, 
d upon your. imaginations... took, poſſeſſion | 
of y our hearts, arts, and r 1a made you ſey en times more 
'S 3 of folly than ever-—Is this right? - 
IE it rational i in beings deſigned for religion, and 


Fn 


| Drmed for eternity, who. in a few day „ Or 
Wonths, or years. at moſt hat do 1 fay? ? 
Who, for aught any one of you knows, may 
'this very night have your ſouls required of you, 


and your doom determined 189 the poſſibi- 
. e for ever? e, eee 


* 


7 


" Yan vn de jo die, Bir pin fer - 
ne, do you think, do you really think, that 


J you are ceady? Go away, and aſk that queſtion 


26 a Lay your. hand upon your heart, 
and preſs the enquiry home to it, in the pre- 
as. of him who made and ſearcheth it; 


| (Am 1 rey e to die? Should death ſeize me 
(ow night, to what world would it convey 
me; If you are quite unprepared for the 
grandes and moſt intereſting « of all reals, and 
yet 


es 1 7 
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"Mx ean te ty, ey Ha n a ad 4 * 
deep, and cut, ahd drinks and py 
gain, and eumber yourſelf about many thing 
or devote your affections to any parle 
vahity; if that is che caſe,” and you eam puff, 
in ſo deſperate, ſo diſtracted a cuhreer i 

inward conviftions you often feel, and the better 

| reſolutions you ſometiance form, it will chen d 

but fair in you to renounce, I ſay not the me 
of Chriftian only, but the very name of Man. 
I on the contrary, aſhamed of ſuch infatuation, 
| you are at laſt reſolved, by the grace of God, ta 
da ct a better part, to the direction and affiſtance 
of that grace I heartily recommend you, and 
pray the Redeemer of men may lead you on to 

5 1 eee and real e of like | 


Thee dene when Hine cok all 7 45 | 


| long farewell of the honoured remains of m7 
reverend Friend Adieu, thou ſleeping duſt f 


a man ] loved and valued much Adieu till the : 


| morning of the judgment-day ! Sleep on, till 
that mighty period arrives, ſafe in the protection 


of Him who hath © the keys of death”, and NF 


of the inviſible ſtate, May I, may all theſe 
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